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Igunya Jikelele Labetshutshisi boMzantsi
TO: MEDIA

DATE: 18 JANUARY 2008

RE: GERRIE NEL NEVER RIOT SQUAD

The NPA notes with concern allegations of impropriety about the decision
of the Chief Prosecutor of Pretoria who decided to withdraw the charges
against Advocate Gerrie Nel. The NPA wishes to stress that it has full
confidence in the decision of the Chief Prosecutor.

There can never be a departure from the normal mechanisms through
which we process dockets. Advocate Nel was a suspect in the Police
investigation. A docket on the investigation carried out was presented to a
Chief Prosecutor who had to evaluate evidence contained therein. Once
evaluated, the matter was brought before court where charges were
withdrawn due to lack of evidence. This is neither an anomaly nor a
special treatment. Information contained in the docket speaks for itself and
the case was considered on the basis of its merits.

The NPA played no role whatsoever regarding the speed with which this
matter was enrolled. We wish to point out that this is a process brokered
between counsel for the SA Police Service and an independent counsel
for Advocate Nel emanating from an urgent High Court application.

The NPA is also concerned about the statements made about Advocate
Nel in media. These statements are clearly based on incorrect
information. To the extent the NPA is aware Advocate Nel has never had
any association with the apartheid police riot squad and has never
prosecuted any of the ‘riot cases’ as may have been suggested. The only
politically related matter in which he appeared was as a junior prosecutor
in the prosecution of Waluz and Derby Lewis for the Chris Hani murder
case.

Advocate Nel is a career prosecutor and has been a prosecutor since he
received a bursary to study law from the then Department of Co-Operation
and Development (1981). He has been in court as a prosecutor since
1984. Advocate Nel has never been a member of the Broederbond or any
secret organization.
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The NPA will not allow forces hostile to democratic order to operate within
its ranks and in the process misdirect the course of justice. We will never
harbor criminals or shield them from prosecution. We have never
hesitated to act and have acted against our own staff before. The Police
have expressed an intention to continue with investigations against
advocate Nel. The NPA is prepared to reconsider the docket once the
investigation is concluded. This is what ordinarily happens in a life span of
an investigation.
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Guided by the Constitution, we in the National Prosecuting Authority
ensure justice for the victims of crime by prosecuting without fear
favour or prejudice and by working with our partners and the public to

solve and prevent crime
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