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RE: DRUG TRAFFICKER SENTENCED TO 14 YEARS IMPRISONMENT

Yudi Yanet Fernandez (29) was sentenced to 14 years imprisonment in the Verulam

District Court last week after being convicted of dealing in drugs.

The Peruvian national was arrested in May last year when she passed through King
Shaka International Airport with drugs in her possession. On investigation, it was

discovered that she had 1.4kg of Cocaine hidden in a compartment in her luggage.

District Court Prosecutor, Drushantha Ramsamy led the evidence of three witnesses,
namely two South African Police Service (SAPS) officials and a South African Revenue
Service (SARS) member. In aggravation of sentence, Ramsamy told the court that drugs
do not only affect the user but the society at large as these users eventually resort to
criminal activities to feed their habit. She also asked the court, in sentencing the

accused, to send out a strong message to would-be drug mules.

Director of Public Prosecutions in KZN, Advocate Moipone Noko said, "I welcome both
the conviction and sentence in this matter. It should go a long way in addressing the

problem of drug dealing and usage that we are finding in the community.”

Kind Regards,

Natasha Kara

Regional Spokesperson: DPP KZN
Enquiries: nramkisson@npa.gov.za
0716700229

Justice in our society, so that people can live in freedom and security
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